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een Senſe is no Friend to Prey and 
therefore the plain Man has nothing to- fay to the abettors 
of that ſpecies of &f/t, but that he pities theini; and 
wiſhes them clearer. heads: and bester hearts; taking it for 
granted, that his other Readers, in general, wh 3 25 of 
the following preliminary * Truths, Vir. rs 


I. That there i: is one living and true Gepe the ; PR, 


AS well as the natural Gavernor of the World, and Harti 
cularly of Mankind. a 0 ied: ar 


II. That by Yer Confiitutiow of ;thi Soremment, 
Virtue is made neceſſary ta Haping̃ k 35 


III. That Religion is ĩndiſpenſibly neceſſary td. Pirtue 
and Happineſs. - By Religion, I mean ſuchꝭ a realizing iden 
and belief of God, as unites tlie alfeions. of our Hearts 
to him as the ſuprame gocd, and diſp 
worſhip, truſt, and ohe himummw 2s ignngt 


es hes 


IV. That as Religiow is of -omiverfal coffcerhiment, 
all its main, leading, eſſentll principles; ſhbult#'be adapted 


to the capacities of the tnoeft of the people.  - bas 00 . © 


V. That Mankind are not Jo. SOS and virtuous 


as they ſhould be, and 3 not % wand! as 
they might be. 
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VI. That in order to render Religion the effectual 
means of reſtoring Mankind to Virtue and Happineſs, it 
muſt be accompanied with a divine ſupernatural power, 


_ exerciſed in a manner ſuited to the rational nature and 


moral liberty of the human mind; that is, by Convietion, 
not blind Compuljion. There 1s certainly nothing abſurd in 
this idea; for if we ourſelves can influence one another's 
minds in this manner, by ſuggeſting particular thoughts, 
reaſons, and motives for determining our conduct, even 
contrary to our firſt purpaſe; why may not the Father of 
our Spirits, be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs ſuch a power, and EXET= 
ee ap ep hep it Gp apd ee | 4 


And I would here add, 
1 That a Religion ſuited to the preſent - moral condition 


of Man, could not poſſibly be the produẽt of his own 


weak reaſon, inſtructed by the bock of nature only; but 
of a Being of infinite wiſdom, perfectly acquainted with 
the caſe in every circumſtance, and who knew how to 


adapt it to it ſo as eſfectually to anſwer the end; i. e. it 


muſt be matter of Divine Revelation. Thus, 


II. By Clriftianity I mean a Revelation from Gop of 
the Doctrine of Man's Salvation, or deliverance from Vice 


and Mifery to Virtue and Hagpingſi, begun in this World, 


and perfefted in the next, by the gracious power of Gon, 
W the mediation of Jzzvs CHRIST. 

I. By Deiſn I mean the opinion, that this ce 
* effected by our own Reaſon, and the belief 32 a 
Gop, and a future State of Rewards and Puniſhments. . 
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. You din em peiſun ed, Ges with 


me, that there muſt be ſome Religion in Out 
World. It is an idea connatural to the human 
mind, and confirmed by the ſentiments and 


practice of mankind in general. The queſtion 
with 2s, in this Age f Reaſon, is, whether 


Deiſm, or Chriſtianity, ſhould. be our: 
Here much has been ſaid by the learned on 


both fides; but I, 1 man of plain PRE eaſe,” 
defirous of knowing and embracing the Tzvurn, 


naturally look for ſuch evidences to determine 
my choice, as are ſuited, to my capacity. and 
powers of comprehenfion. Such, for inſtance, 
as the conſonancy of the principles of the pro- 
poſed Religion, to the moral feelings, wants, 
hoes! fears, defires of the human mind ;—its 


Ftaeſs to anſwer all the great ends of Religion; 


and that upon trial it has actually anſwered them 


in undeniable inftarices. And I think I find all 


theſe particulars in Cbriſtianity, but not in Deiſn. 
| DN Or 
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TOE 
Were you, therefore,” to aſk me, how, i in this 
enlightened age, I could be ſo weak as to believe 


the Chri/tiag_ Religion to be a Revelation from 


the Gop of TRUrH? I would anſwer : — be- 


cauſe I find it a Religion every way adapted to 


my nature and condition. —I perceive that 1 


am a rational being, poſſeſſed of the powers of 


thinking, reflecting, judging, &e. and parti- 
cularly of a moral ſenſe, or capacity of perceiving 
the difference between moral. good and. evil, 

virtue and vice, and of feeling a peculiar plea- 
ſure in the one, and pain in the other. I am 
perſwaded alſo, that the one living and true 
God, who rules over all, is infinitely wiſe, 
powerful, juſt, and good; and adminiſters the 
Whole of his Gm ent; natural and moral, in 
perfect confiſtency with thoſe perfections; and 
that he has given to me, as a ſubject of his 


moral Government, certain laws, or rules of 


duty, (and indeed, written the general outlines 


of them on my heart) ſanctioned by the idea 


y exiſtence | in a future Pay. or World "A 


"EEE 4 


99330 my continuance 1 0 08 8 Gi 25 theſe 
laws 5, —That L ſhould: reverence, love, truſt, 
worſhip this. Gov. with all the po owers- of my 


nature, 21 my neighbour (i. e, all mankind) 


as mayſe og and Keep all the powers and propen- 
dy and mind i in an entire ſubjection 

all the 10 dewn will of Gop; and this per- 
, all the days of Ye life. This is the 


1 


„ | 
ſum and ſubſtance of what I call RAU ant 
Pirie, both which I conſider as neoeſfary 
my happineſs. ' And where is che Man (rhe 
abſolute 3 extepredy "whe Hl not enn 
to all this? 

938111 


But, when x; come to PTR, 4 compare 
my temper of mind, and conduct in life, with 
this divine law, or what I actzalh bave done, 
with what I ought to have done, I find I have 
fallen very ſhort of my duty in many inſtances, 
and am indeed a Sinner; with much darkneſs 
in my underſtanding, perverſeneſs in my will, 
great irregularities in my appetites and paſſions, 
which often Jead. me wrong, and bring a ſenſe 

guilt or painful remarſę upon 1 conſci 
707 0 though I have eſcaped the er vices, 1 
find I have not 9 my LEW ardently and 
conſtantly, nor my neighbour.ſo neatly as my- 
ſelf as I ought to have done; and indeed fallen 
far ſhort of my duty in many reſpects, and 
therefore cannot think of appearing; before 
Tribunal of the Judge Eternal, ahd my future 
Kade of exiſtence, without diſtreſſing fears.) \ 


In this ſituation of mind (which is all per- 
fedtly conſonant to the intellectual $85 maral 
Hs my Maker has, given me) I look into 

he ſyſtem. of what is called , Nataral Reign 
or . Deiftical; Philaſaphy ; but an ſind nothing 


there that reaches my 85 can give FAR 1 
my conſcience, as a tranigr 5,690 06S 


Go, and ęxpoſed to the es 0 4 


which it is daten. 1 do, indeed, learn 
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from thenee; and from what 1 enjoy and per: 
ceive in the world about me, that Gop muſt be 
good, bountiful, merciful; but J alſo learn, 
that he is moſt holy, powerful, juſt, and highly 
' offended by my diſobedience; and though I 
may in ſome degree repent, and be ſorry for 3 It, 
and reſolve to do better for the future, I can 
find nothing there to aſſure me that my repent- 
ance will be accepted, my paſt offences for- 

ven me, or firength granted me to do better 
or time to come; or, in other words, that the 
Divine Mercy could be ſo far extended to me; as 
to remit the puniſhment due to me, and make 
me happy for ever, confiſtently with' the regard 
due to the awfully ſacred rights of the Divine 
| Fuſtice, and the great ends of the moral Go- 
vernment of Gor; —or, in a word, tell me 
what TI muſt do to be. ſaved. No, all there ap- 
pears] involved in the moſt U dark- 


4 1 
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Wich hs deep ic concern of one anxious for 
the ſecurity of his deareſt intereſts, I turn to 
the book called the BIIIE; and there, though 
1 meet with the moſt firiki diſplays of all 
| the'adorea le perfections hers Pol of Gop, 


of his ſpotleſs purity and abhorrence' of all fin, 
and of the tremendous power and reſolution: 
of his juſtice to puniſh t ity, and conſe- 
quently much to alarm my fears of inevitable 
ruin ls there” 45 alſo. kind, on the other 


6 9 . 
hand, ſuch ang and expreſs aſſurandes of bis 
8 


gracious goodneſs and tender mercies, his rea- 
dineſs to pardon every humble Penitent, and 
to beſtow upon him the Grace neceſlary to Re- 

tance, as at once not only filences my fears, 
5 inſpire me with the moſt lively hope of 
an intereſt in his favour, that loving-kindueſs s 
which is better than life. For there I read that 
Gop /o loved the-world, of ſinful men, as 10 ſend 
his dearly beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt into it, to be 4 
Propitialion for its An; declaring that oho be ver 
penitently believes in him, ſhould not periſh but 
have everlaſting life ; — be delivered not only 
from the guilt and puniſhment of his fins, but 
from their power alfo ; be reſtored to the moral 
likeneſs of Gop, and the enjoyment of his pa- 
ternal love; or, in a word, find it true, that, 
as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, Jesvs CHRIST 18 
made of GoD unto me WY; iſtom, Righteouſneſs, 
SanAlification, and Redemption; juſt ſuch a Sa- 
viour as I feel I want, and can find no where: 
elſe but in the Chriſtian's Goſpel, te 


The Infidel will tell me very probably, . Tha t 
& he has none of theſe feelings, and that the! ey 
are all the effect of a vain deluded imagi- 
<« nation.“ I anſwer; — If man be really the 
ſubject of Gopꝰs moral government, and there 
be any difference between virtue and vice, and 
their conſequences, as moſt certainly there is, 
then ſuch ideas and apprehenſions of things as 
above hinted, muſt be juſt, rational, real, and 


every way connatural to che human mind in its 
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pPreſent ſtate. It is true they may, through 


the prevalence of falſe principles, or vicious 
indulgencies, be ſtupified, and ſeemingly loſt 


for a time, in ſome individuals, but wy can- 
not be totally deſtroy ed. 


And as I find the Chriſtian Nothin, taken as 
it lies in the BI RLE, not only perfectly conſo- 


mant to my moral ſenſe, or the law written in 


my Heart, but alſo that it pours a far more 
clear. and abundant light upon all its leadin 

principles ; enlarges my views of duty, an 

of rhe evil of fin and its conſequences, — 
the juſtice of Gop; of the greatneſs of his 
mercy and the all- ſufficiency 5 his grace for 
my deliverance. Hence I am fully perſwaded 


.of its Divinity and Truth, and receive it ac- 


cordingly with joy and gladneſs, as 4 8 | 
worthy of all acceptation. 


Should you object “ That all 1 PER, faia 


% depends upon the reality of certain facts 


«© mentioned in the Goſpel Hiſtory, particularly 


the Reſurrettion of Chrift from the dead, his 


« Aſcenſion into Heaven, and his poſſeſſing the 
e power of univerſal Sovereignty.; fats Thich 


«© no ſenſible man in his Age of Reaſon believes "ot 


To this I anſwer — That theſe facts, and in- 
deed all that is ſaid in the Goſpel, reſpecting the 
birth, life, doctrine, miracles of CHRIsT, and 
his Apolſtles, depend entirely on that of his 
Reſurrection. If that be really true, all the reſt 
muſt be ſo, if not, then, indeed, as our Apoftle 


FP 


(19 

confeſſes, our faith is vain, and we are yet in our 
Aus. But the realiiy of this important event 
will appear beyond all reaſonable doubt, when 
we impartially conſider the circumſtances at- 


tending it, and the number and hiraſter of 
the witneſſes atteſting it. 


That JIxsvs Canrsr did really die, and chat 

bis corps was depoſited in a ſepulchre is not 
diſputed. That the ſepulchre was cloſed by a 
ſtone of great weight; and, to prevent all poſ- 
Ability of colluſion, or a pretended' . 
by his Diſciples ſtealing the body, this ſtone 
Was ſealed with the ſeal of government, and a 
guard of .ſoldiers ordered to attend there, for 
the ſtill more effectual ſecurity againſt any ſuch 
impoſition ; — all this is alſo highly -ꝓrobable 
eonſidering the temper of the Jews and the 
ede they were under from the pre- 
diction of CHRTISsT. But, nothwithſtanding this 
care and precaution, the body was actually 
. miſting. 5 the third day, according to that 
prediction. The queſtion i is, was it taken away 
by the Diſciples, they affirming it to be alive, 
though ſtill dead; or, was it really raiſed 
aa lie by the almighty power of Gop ?. he 
former could not poffibly be the caſe, the Dif- | 
ciples were then under too great a conſternation 
to think of forming ſo deep a plot as that of a 
pretended Reſurrection, and build upon it ſuch. . 
a comprehenſive and ſublime ſyſtem of doctrine, 
as what they taught. They had themſelves no 
"NT. of” uch an event, and 1 5 not 


( 12 J 
believe. it; when informed of it; till they were 
coimpelled by the evidence of their own ſenſes. 
And had they entertained the wild defign of 
Mealing the body from the ſepulchre, how could 
they polſibiy have carried it into execution, 
undet ſuch circumſtances as thoſe above hinted ? 
The, ſtory of their having ſtolen it, while the 
guards ſlept, confutes its ſelf, and ſhews to what 
miſerable ſhifts the Jewiſh Rulers: were driven. 
And then the witneſſes of the fact of a real 
Reſurrection, were no leſs than five hundred 
who had converſed with Jeſus before his death, 
and who all appear to be plain hogeſt artleſs 
people, every way incapable of laying the plan 
of ſuch a defign, as impoſing on the world the 
belief of a pretended Reſurrection required. — 
Nor is at all likely that ſuch a number of perſons 
of different diſpoſitions, circumſtances, Connec- 
tions, and views of life, ſhould unite with ſuch 
inflexible perſeverance as they did, to. carry 
into execution fo wild a project; and this not 
only without the leaſt proſpect of any kind of 
advantage to Wende but at the hazard, 
every moment, of being detected, and, detected 
or not, expoſing themſelves unavoidably, not 
only to the ſcorn and contempt, but to all the 
miſeries that the rage and malice of their ene- 
mies could deviſe againſt them, and this with- 
out the leaſt probability of ſucceſs; as they 
muſt have to contend with the inveterate pre- 
judices of Feroi/b bigotry, and Gentile ſuperſti- 
tion, h by all the wiſdom, learning, and 
Power of this world united to oppoſe them. 


tn 3 
If all this be fairly, and without prejudice 
confidered, the evidence in favour: of a real: Re. 


ſurrection muſt appear with the utmoſt clearneſs, 
and put the matter beyond all rational doubt. 


And whoever believes the reality of the Re- 
ſurrection of CHRIST, will find no difficulty in 
believing his Aſcenſian into Heaven, and his be- 
ing poſſeſſed of the poer of univerſal Sovereignty. 
Eſpecially when he confiders that all this is ſtill 
farther confirmed by the events that followed 
particularly on the Day of Penticoſt, When a 
number of mean illiterate men appeared to be 
endued, inſtantaneouſly, with the ability of diſ- 
courfing i in various languages to which before 
they were utter ſtrangers; and, at the ſame 
time, declaring, that this amazing power was 
beſtowed on them by Gop, in conſequence of 
the Reſarrection and Aſcenfion of Cnrisr, -aud 
his poſſeſſing the Soyereignty of the World, 
and, therefore; a clear evidence of the reality 
of choſe fafts, and of the truth and divinity of 
the doctrine built upon them, which ther 
preached ; for if Cxr1isr had not been raiſed 
from the dead, and poſſeſſed ſuch extraordinary 
power, theſe conſequences could not Poſſible 3 
have taken place. N ie ere 


And as a ſtill ben e de of .theſe 
facts, I may add the extraordinary converſion of 
that phariſaical perſecuting bigot, Saul of Turſis 
: (afterwards called Paul) to the: chriſtian faith 
an event ſo ſurprifingly out of the ufual:courſe 
of things, gould never W taken: place, in the 


COM a 
manner it did, had CRRISr remained in the 
Kate of the dead, and npt in reality poſſeſſed 
thoſe powers the Apoſtles aſcribed to bim. 


This great event the late Lord Lyttleton has 
finely illuſtrated, as a moſt ſtriking evidence of 
the divine original of the Chriſtian Religion, in 
a ſmall tract, which one would think it was 
impoſſible for any Infidel, who was a friend to 
_ virtue, to read with any degree of honeſt in- 
tention without becoming a Chriſtian, 


Should you object, That what I have al- 

& ledged in favour of the Reſurrection of 
c CHRIST, is, at beſt, but the tale of the 
ce parties concerned, and therefore unworthy 
& of credit,” I would anſwer ;— The reality 
of this event may be demonſtrated from circum- 
ſtances independent of thoſe detailed in the 
Gofpel Hiſtory of it ;—for it is obſervable, that 
ſoon after the death of CHRIST, we find a few 
Poor illiterate men, of the meaneſt natural abili- 
ties, conſtantly aſſerting, in the very face of the 

eat people concerned in his crucifixion, that 

Fe was alive, inveſted with Sovereign power, 
and the Saviour of men, and other particular 
doctrines grounded upon theſe, all diametri- 
' cally oppoſite to the ruling paſſions, taſte, pur- 
ſuits, and religions prejudices of Jews and 
Gentiles, who, therefore, united- all their wiſ- 
dom, power, and indignation againſt them ; 
and yet, notwithſtanding all this, the belief 
Both of the fuct, and the doctrine built upon 
it, ſpread far and wide with the moſt amazing 


6 


rapidity, and triumphed over its moſt ſtrenuous 
oppoſers. Could this poffibly have been the 
caſe, had not both t x 7 and the dofrine 

grounded upon it, been ok God, attended 
with his gracious power and bleſfing ? 


As to the arguments derivable from the ag 
eompliſnment of prophecy, the namber and 
ſplendour. of the miracles wrought by Ixsus 
CunisT, and his firſt followers, which have 
been ſo forcibly and repeatedly urged, by the 
friends of Chriſtianity in its favour (and which 
afford ſtill more abundant. evidence of its truth) 
they have never been refuted, or indeed can be, 
and need not be introduced here, where the a 
cal is made to common ſenſe. I would, however, 
leave to enlarge a little farther on this 
internal evidence, the fineſt of the Chriſtian 
doctrine to produce all the beneficial effects in- 
wee by Wen But this in * . 


. 


In the mean time Lam, dear Sir, 6 
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83 


Ir, my Aar Sie, we e abel a fariny of einge 
as they appear in the general hiſtory of Curt 
world, we muſt ee, that it has been, from the 
earlieſt - ages of its exiſtence to this day, one 
continued ſcene of impiety, vice, and miſery ; 
mankind rebelling againſt their Makgr, ſetting 

His juftice at defiance, and deſpiſing his aorey? 
hating, deceiving, and deſtroying one another, 
and often drenching the earth with human 
blood to gratify the pride and ambition of op- 
Preſſive tyrants, or their own inſatiable thirſt 
after riches; The divine goodneſs. interpoſed 
at firſt by means of what is called wotwrdl 
Religion, or Deiſm ; - this ſoon loſt its influence, 


I fay, called fo, becauſe it is N e power of 
common fenſe, to conceive it poſſible, that ſo weak, dark, 

and depraved a creature as man appears to be, ſhould. be 
capable of forming a ſyſtem of religion ſuited to his condi- 
tion, and that ſhould effectuall ore him to the likeneſs 
and favour of Gp, g G however, conclude 
from the biblical account of the matter; particular from 
the firſt hint of a Saviour, Gen. it. 18. The inſtitution 
of ſacrifices; the ſeparation of Abraham, from the idola- 
trous world; the peculiar inſtructions Gon gave to him, - 
and his poſterity, eſpecially the hand of 2 Jer; all 


which was in reality nothing leſs than Chr; Rey in its firſt 
openings, under various types and ſhadows of good things 
to come, till CazisT the San of W ould ariſe 

Zee Jus. * Gal, iii. 8. 
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and the groſſeſt idolatry and wickedneſs, with 
their attendant miſeries, every where prevailed, _ 
and provoked the Almighty to give up the 
groſs abuſers of his goodneſs to blindneſs of 
mind, and hardneſs of heart; with their con- 
comitant evils, as. a puniſhment juſtly due to 
ſuch enormous guilt. + But ſtill delightiag in 
mercy, he was pleaſed afterwards to ſelect 
Abraham and his ſeed by Iſuat, and favour 
them with farther diſcoveries ' of his adorable 
perfections, and moral government; giving 
them many peculiar laws and inſtitutiogs of 
Religion, eminently calculated to impreſs upon 
their minds the idea of one only living and true, 3 
Gop, the Maker and Sovereign of the worldg 
ſecure them from the reigning. fin of idolatry, 
and its attendant vices, and lead them into _— 
the practice of genuine piety and virtue. This 2 
meaſure had a more extenſive and happy-effect 
than the former; yet fin and miſery: till 
abounded, and the greateſt part, even of this y 
favoured people, paid little regard to their =® 
Gor, who had done ſuch wonders for them, « _—_ 
but gave themſelves up to idolatry and wiek- 
edneſs, to a moſt ſhameful degree, and were, 
therefore, viſited with many dreadful judge- 
ments from time to time. Laſt of all Gop 
{ehr his beloved! sen lee eue with the 
higheſt. reaſon for ſaying — they will reverence 
my Sox; one who appeared in a character ſo _ 
infinitely ſuperior to even the greateſt of their 
Prophets; . whoſe whole life amongſt them was 
that of the moſt exemplary piety, benevolence, ' 
8 e 8 
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ſetf-denial, burnitiry, acme and every virtue; 
always going about doing g _ teaching the 
moſt gracious doctrines, ati pureſt morals 
in the moſt engaging ee ps. "the aftoniſh- 
ment of the multitudes who heard him; 
but inſtead of reverencing this Sem, or paying 

any ſerious regard to the glad tidings of Salva · 
tion which he brought them, and reforming 
their vicious conduct, they treat him with the 
utmoſt contempt and cruelty, and at laſt put 
him to death by crucifixion, calling for his 
blood upon them and their children “. 


The Diſciples of Cuntsr by miſtaking the 
nature and defign of his appearance/in our 
world, had no expe&ation of this awful event, 
and therefore were at the firſt alarmed and 
confounded ; but being ſoon afterwards per- 
| ſwaded of his real ReſurreFion and Aſcenſion 

into Heaven, - receiving, farther light into his 
| doctrine, and a greater meaſure of his ſpirit, 
they recovered their confidence in him; and 
with the greateſt intrepidity, in the face of 7 the 


* And, indeed; this horrid imprecation PE” atitrwards - 
took place, a to the prediction of Chf  Jeru- 
falem was defolated, their Temple, with its ſacrifical wor. 
ſhip, and their civil polity, Mtterly 2 by the 
Romans. Many hundred thouſands of the people pe- 
riſhed, en * that apo were Fetter abroa 
throu mo nations, an 1 to a variety of 
N h ſtill diſting their peculiar cha- 


racter as the feed of Abrghan parently reſerv : 
the Divine r for IH ee Ne, | _ * . 


age + nod, an don 


. | 
motl desde dangers, from the alt 1 | 
cruelty. of their 9 publiſhed his doctrine 
with the moſt aſtoniſhing ſucceſs ; the hypo» 
critical Jer became a worſhipper of Gop in 
Spirit and Truth; and the es Gentile 
turned from his dumb idols to adore and 
ſerve him, all forſaking their vicious courſe of 
life; and practiſing all. the virtues that adore. 
butnan nature, in a degree of: perfect. * 
before known. 3 


This I take to be (in every "Hadi n 
ſtance at leaſt) a juſt ſtaterietit of facts; from 
all which it is plain, that what is called Ne. 
tural Religion; (or 2 che * 
patriarchal age) did ſomething for a -litth AJ A 
while towards  meliorating the > condition :” 
mankind ; that of the Iſraelites much more ; 
but Chridianity, in its. preſent form, infinitely | 
more ſtill; haying, been the; happy infrument 
of converting, myriads, from: the loweſt deep: 
of the grolfelt profaneneſs and vice,, to 
moſt je. 47 degrees of piety and virtue. 1 ; 
clear proof that it could nat be the inven- 
tion of any Man, or ſet af Men, however 
artful and defigning, much leſs-of ſuch: fimple 
illiterate Men as the firſt. propagators of its 

doctrinos appear to. tn. but a wile and gra- 
cious Revelation: from God, intended for the 


happineſs. of a ſinful world. and accordingly 

accompanied with his power and bleſſing. In 

ſhort, it appears with the fulleſt — of 

truth, that all the piety, virtue, and happineſs, | 
e 


er the Chriſtianity of 5 


| | 1 20 3 r 
that has. ever exiſted. i in our world, is owing to - 
Divine Revelation, or the doctrine that holds 


forth the mercy of Gop to Man, . 97 | 
| mediation of Ixsvs Carrsr. 1 45 15 


It is true, profaneneſs, vice, and 1 un 
exiſt, and ſhockingly abound in every part of 
the earthly globe, which naturally leads every 
friend to the human race to wiſh for better 
times. The queſtion before us is, whether 
_ Chriftianity or Deiſm is moſt _—_ to — . 
this defirable change? = | 


To anſwer this queſtion properly, we muſt 

* : afide our prejudices, and fairly conſider 

ar 5 has been before hinted, as to the ſuperior 
Fitneſs of the Chriſtian Doctrine for effecting this 
important purpoſe, and the infinitely more nu? 
merous inſtances in which it has actually done 
it, and the deciſion muſt be in its fayour.— 
Where you can ſhew me one inſtance of any 
thing like a real converſion from profaneneſs 
and vice; to piety and virtue, by your ſyſtem, I can 
ſhew you thouſands brought from the loweſt 
deeps of the one, to the higheſt attainments in 
the other, by the Goſper of CnAIs T“, which 
ſhews it muſt be indeed what our Apoſite calls 

it, the porver of Gop unto Salvation. Were this 
Goſpel received by mankind in its vital « energy, 
ant genuine purity, we mould fee 2 farprifingly : 


And 'tis remarkable, chit more ths been done towards 
reforming the world, in a few months, by the preaching 
the : Goſpel: than by ann in many ** 1 


mo 


* - 


. * 21 | * 45 
bew was of things f in the moral world Abound | 
ks no more of the pride and luxury, the 
tyranny and oppreſſion of the Heh ; nor of the 
unavailing fighs,. and groans, of the ſuffering 
induſtrious poor, or of the thefts and robberies 
of the idle and rofligate ; but, - inſtead of this, 
of every man, fro the prince on the throne, 
to the labourer in the field, filling up his place 
in ſociety with propriety, and all uviting their 
reſpective endeavours to N 1 e 
* the whole. es 5 


Vou will ſay, 40 Were Dein as Auen 
4 received as the Chriſtian Doctrine, it would 
ce have the ſame effect. I ſay no: it never 
yet has, where received; nor can have, becauſe 
its inſtructions at beſt are not ſo clear, nor its 
motives ſo animating; — its light is but as the 
faint dawn of the morning; that of Chriſtianity 

as the ſun riſen in unclouded glory, ſhining more 
pu more unto the. Perfett day; and what is ſtill a 
ſtronger objection, tis 5 to us, the divinely 
appointed means, and therefore not attended with 

that divine power and bleſſing neceſſary to 
render even the Chriſtian ef 0-4 e its! 

AK diſpenſation, effectual. 


"You will fay—* There Wan have been 40d 
« {till are, great numbers of pious and virtuous 
ce Heathens, and multitudes of moſt ſhock- 
ce ingly impious and wicked profeſſors of Chriſe 
* Zianity, who hate, perſecute, oppreſs, and 
* eyen deſtroy one another, and have done ſo 
1 for ages.” I grant it, but it is ane. to 
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5 your purpoſes, for as to theſe Chriſtians, they 


are ſuch in game only, not in uature, The true 
and real Diſciples of Cunisr offeſs his bene- 
volent ſpitit, and therefore, 185 gh they may 
differ in' © pinion, in many e and rank 


under any names and denominations, - are 


known eir till loving one another, with 
Chriſtian "feRtion and their diſpoſition to do. 
good to all To nkind. This is their genulne 
characteriſtic by which they are Ait uiſhed 
from the reſt of the Wc as the ben of 


Gop. And as to the piety and virtue of the 


Heathens, the inftances are very few at moſt, 
and very imperfedt at beſt ; and even that owing 


to the ſame Grace of Gov through Jeſus Chrift, 
as ours, though his name was not known. And 
the impiety and wickedneſs, that ſtill prevails 
ſo lamentabiy, in the Chriſtian world, is not 

owing to the want of fitneſs in our religious 
ſyſlem, but to mens willfu ally ſhutting their 
eyes againſt its light, and refiſting its remon - 
ſtrances, and thoſe of their own conſciences 
and Common Senſe, which accompany them, and 
therehy provoking Go 1 in righteous judgment 
to .withhold that graciou \ nn and blefling, 
which 'is "abfolutdly. Dar lary to render any 
means effectual. But, however, the truth. is 
great, and will prevail in the appointed time, 


When it will be accompanied with that power 
and bleſſing j in a far more ahundant degree than 
ever; when the veil ſhall be taken away from 


the heart of the blinded Few, and CRRisr be. 
indeed ths * ef. the e ; and gFnpine, 
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177 virtue, and happineſs reign univerſally, 
no fuineſs of and ape known before, No- 
ching then can-be leſs to the 'purpoſe, than 


arguing againſt Chriftiantty on this e, for 
here it maſt and will triumph. 


Our half-enlightened Philoſophers and Hype Rer. 


TCrities raiſe a great many objections againſt 

Chriftianity from the many ſuppoſed abſurdities, 
contradictions, and unſurmountable difficulties, 
that attend it; upon which they are fond f 


declaiming, imagining they find there very con- ; 
venient materials for the ſupport of their 3 55 


ſible reaſonings 3 in fayour.of Infidelity. . 


But moſt of them ariſe from their ignorance | 


of the languages in which our ſacred books 
'where originally written; or of the manners 


and cuſtoms of the times and countries in which 
the writers lived ; and haye all been fo full 
anſwered, by our learned adyocates, that it 
dure they ſhould be ſo repeatedly urged 
inſt vs. However tis certain that nohe o 
0 em, in the leaſt, degree, affect the leadi 
eſſential principles of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and therefore are not worthy of the notice of 
Common Senſe, As to the ſeoffer, who would 
 Uugh me out of my faith, it is enough to tell 
Him That ridicule is not argument; and though 
it may ſerye to diſplay the 6rilliancy of his wit, 
it is no evidence of the depth of his 2wi/ſaom ; 
often an enemy to virtue, and infinitely b low 
the D1GniTY of 'T'RUTEH, h 
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f OT ny, 
Tou will, perhaps, remind me, “ That 
1 Cbriſtianity, no longer able to ſtand the teſt of 
© Reaſon, aided by that more abundant light of 
« 


4 


T 


is now faſt declining, and Infidelity in all its 
*« forms, encreafing with the greateſt rapidity.” 
There is, I grant, great reaſon to believe 
that Jnfidelity increaſes, even in this country; 
but if we fairly examine into the reaſons and 
cauſes of it, We ſhall find the reſult in favour 
of Chriſtianity, by corroborating the evidences 
A 
One of the principal caufes of this boaſted 
increaſe of Infidelity amongſt the more rational 
and thinking few is — The Pride of Reaſon, ar 
the unqualified confidence they have in its all- 
ſufficiency. They forget they are but men; 


Frestures whoſe reaſoning powers are extremely 
limited, and fallible; weak and. incapable af 


comprehending. the how and the why, even in 
much more, in thoſe of the Gop of nature, 
Jaid in his eternal counſels; many of which 


 Hipation of circumſtances, cauſes anct effects, 

- 4 141 * by: '»* 4 % HE : 4 ; y 
involved in darkneſs, utterly impenetrable by 
the feeble eye of man, and directed to ends 


proper place, Within the bounds preſeribed to 
it by Common Senſe, and J am ſure they will find 


— 


Philoſophy, which diſtinguiſhes the preſent day, 


many of the moſt comman operations of nature; 
carrying! into execution the moſt extenſive plans, 


muſt, necęſſarily, be often attended with a com- 


infinitely beyond the reach of his powers of 
Fomprehenſion. Let them keep Reaſon in its 


8 


0 3 


1 met in Ha! Chri ianity, contrary to its ſober | 
RB diftates. But they are apt to think and reaſon | 
- too ſuperficially : about it, and decide too | 


7 —— 


TY againſt 1 "46 4156 1 e oat 
Another cauſe of this 3 bs 2 Tofidels 


are too ready. to take up with falſe appear- 


ances, and look upon Chriſtianity in that trul 
diſguſting light, in de our half enlightened 
Philoſophers, ſuperſtitious Prieſts, time - ſerving 


Politicians, and creed- making Bigots have ſet 


— Could they be perſwaded to ſtrip it 
theſe diſguiſes, , and contemplate. it in its DAa- 


tive ſimplicity. and dignity, juſt as it came 
| out of the hands of Carts and his Apoſiles, 
they would find all their objections entirely re- 
moved, be charmed with its beauty, and de- 
vote themſdves to its intereſt.” But the caſe . 


is, they want a Religion ſuited to feir capyi- 
| cidus fo fancy,” rather than to their moral condition; 


: = that would gratify the pride of their” Philoſo- 


phy, rather than reduce it to the humiliating 


dictates of Common Senſe. But certainly a bj 2-1 | 


of Religion worthy of an [infinitely wiſe anc 
good Go», muſt be ſuited do the capacities, 


Conditions, and moral feelings of the bull 7 


Mankind; be the Religion of Man," as* Man, or 
as he really is; the Religion of the illiterate 
multitude, as well as of the learned ſage. And 
chis is notoriouſly the caſe with reſpe& to the 
Religion of CunIsT. For Hhovidh there the 
rich, and the great, of the moſt enlarged ana 
cultivated minds, One” learn truths” of infivite 


— 


* * 
* « 
/ \ 
: 


5 „ 
dignity and importance to their happineſs, and 
may therefore ſometimes. receive it; yet, as tis 
Mill more peculiarly adapted to the condition of 


* 


the poor illiterate mam, the mere babes in human 


knowledge, they more generally and readily 
embrace it. And no wonder; for they find 


its inſtructions ſuited to their capacities; its 


great and precious promiſes afford them the 
moſt effectual ſupport and conſolation, under 


the many great and diſtreſſing calamities to 


- which they are more particularly expoſed ; fo 
that they ſometimes even rejoice in their tribula- 
ion, through the love of Gov ſhed abroad in their 
Searts ; affuring them that their ſufferings here 


viernal aveight of glory in the world to come. 


But the moſt general cauſe of this triumph — | 
of Infidelity, is the 1 cage "of eee 


ture ; and particularly. that ardent love 'of the 
falſe pleaſures and faſhionable vices of the 
| world, which is now the ruliug paſſias with the 
thoughtleſs and half-thinking many, eſpecially 


with thoſe of rank and fortune, and their 
humble imitators. Chriſtianity, though it for- 
bicds us not one rational enjoyment, ſets its face 


againſt every vicious indulgence ; they there- 
Fare, at once, without a moment's heſitation, 
reject it, and embrace with the greateſt ardour 


dend 0 wort for them a far more exceeding and 


* 


the ſyſtem of Infidebty, becauſe it pleaſes their 7 5 


falſe taſte, and countenancey them in the gra- 
tification of their vicious propenſities. This, 
however, is no recommendation of their ſyſtem ; 


>” 


" 7 73 
but, on the contrary, affords ev: E 
virtue a very powerful motivę or his em- 
_ Being: the Chriftian DoFfrin. © 


Hence, therefore, though we. . * 
| great progreſs: of the Infidel cauſe, we have 
no reaſon to be aſhamed of ours, or dif 
about it, Infidelity, after wh has no real founge | 
dation in Common Senſe, and therefore, notwith« 
| ſanding its preſent growth, and the moſt ſtre- 
nuous efforts of its friends to ſupport it, its 
reign will be ſhort, and thoſe efforts ſerve, bur 
as a foil, to ſet off the excelleneies of Chriſtii- 
anity 'to the more advantage, give a ſtron 
luſtre to the evidences of its Divinity, and _ 
the greater eclat to its triimphs at laſt, when 8 
CnrisrT ſhall take his great power aud 5 
the light and life of Men, the S4 LV AT. or ; 
| _ Gop to the ends of the earth; and Few and 
| Gentile unite in celebrating. his praiſe. — | 
happy day is approaching. A voice | 
Heaven is heard, ſaying, 12 I come quickly? 
Amen! even ſo come Lord Jewvs | KM 


To ſum up the whole, — you, my dear Spe 
aſk. me why I am a Chriſtian ? my anſwer is, 
| becauſe I ſee myſelf a Sinner, expoſed. to the. 
_ diſpleaſure of my offended God ; but find m 
the Chriſtian Doftrine what is every. way per- 

fectly Jus to my condition, moral. feelings, 
Wants, and deſires. It pours a divine light 


upon my uñderſtanding, tends. to purify m 
heart, ſpiritualize my affections, and preſerve 


* from the evil influences of this world: — 


ED 


8 | : 
„„ 
N informs 2 bow | * lay y find pardon wh acce t- 
| ance TIEN bete reſtored to his 9 79 oe” 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs, and enjoy "MW 
= | | rhe love. It brings life and immortality' to 
_F==z ght, ſo as te Ate the dark valley and 
* of death; and aſſures every humble pe- 


nitent believer in it, of W Ry and 
glory world without end. n c e ee 


. 
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This i a LR I God 1 8 
encd by what we call the external; — fuch 8 
ariſes; from the accompliſhment of ee e 
miracles, and. other extraordinary facts recorded The 
e the BIBLE ; for. here alſo. I clearly perceive wy 
the ſame traces of a divine interpoſition. Thee 
evidences, . therefore, go hand in hand, mutu -- 
ally. illuſtrating and improving each other, 1; |» 
that if one be true, the other muſt be ſo. 
And both united form a ſtrength of evidence 
ſo/ powerful in favout of the Chriſtian Poctrine, 

that Common Senſe, under that divine influence 
that leads to, and always accompanies the _ 
proper uſe of it, cannot poſſibly bott, 

feels > wife. compelled to embrace the Taurn e 
thus demonſtrated, with the greateſt ardour, 

and rejoiee in it 22 Joy unſpeakable and full f 

glory.” 15 is, however, by the internal evidence 

ſet home upon the heart with divine power, 
that the common people are generally led to 
embrace this doctrine. They find in Jzsvs 
Center juſt ſuch a Saviour as they want, and 
5 n welcome him 1 to N bene . 1 


** . * 
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ts 29 1 Ti „ 
"I fine, the more I read the Bible, 55 con- © 
5, nder the genuine ſpirit and tendency. of 'im „ 
doctrine, and the wonders it has done in pro: __ 7} 
* maoting the intereſt and happineſs of the human 
wt Tace, the more I am confirmed in the belief of 
its Divinity ; eſpecially when I think over. the | 
character of the Lord Jzsvs_ Carisr, who is 
8 the life, and ſoul, and glory of it. Think upon 
. the peculiar circumſtances attending his appear- - 
Dp ance on earth, in our fleſh ;—his humiliation, 
ſelf-denial; and contempt of the falſe glory of 
AE world ;—the fervor of his piety ; the bene- - 
N volence of his heart; the moral purity and 
vital power of his doctrine; the luſtre of his 
example; the pains he took, and the many 
great and good things he did, towards promotin 
= the happineſs of all about him; the patience ol. 
| fortieude with, which he ſuffered; his praying 
for his murderers, amidſt their cruel, mockeries © 


. of his dying agonies on the croſs; and all this 
8 for the ſalvation of finful men ! — When I con- = 
EY þ template this truly great and illuſtrious cha.c 
ll rater, as it is delineated in the ſacred writings, 


L am filled with wonder, love, and praiſe; per-. 
_ . ſwaded that he muſt be indeed, the Sox of Goo, 
able to ſave unto the uttermoſt "all that come unto - 
. Gop. by bim, and feel my ſoul cleave to him. 
In him I ſee the moſt aſtoniſhing object ever 
_ preſented to the notice of the human mindj@ - 
So reconciling the world to himſelf! the mot: .. 
<1 awful Juſtice, tempered with the moſt tender 
ner 32 earn that dear friend, ory. yes: 9 aud 
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eve bing for ma, redeeming me to Gop 5 


my youthful paſfions; was my conſtant guide 
and ſupport, through all. the various duties and 
trials of advancing life; and is now, in the 
my ſtrongeſt conſolations. To think of him 


doing for me to bring me to Gop; of the aſ- 
furances his faithful promiſes give me of his 


What can REALTTY do more or better; In this 
Deluſion I wiſh to live, and hope to die, and 


through the endleſs ages of Eternity! And thar | 


T. Paint's Age of Reaſon. 
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Les, it was the grace of God in bim, 
that ſaved me from the dangerous fervours of 


eighty-cighth year of my age, the ſource of all 5 


yours 


and what he has done and ſuffered, and is i | 


preſence with me here, and when this mortal 
life is finiſhed of my being 2pith him where he 
is, to behold and enjoy his glory! This, this 
ts, indeed, beatitude paſt utteramce. 


| You will be ready, perhaps, to ſay * This 
* ig all mere Deluſion.“— SWEET DELUSION, - 
that leads me to piety, virtue, and happinefs ! 


then find the fulneſs of its joys my portion 


you, my dear Sir, may be thus happy, is the 
fervent prayer of your fincere friend, ; 8 
e 4 00 58 | as 
PHILALETHES. | 


8. Ir any doubts and difficulties ariſe in your mind; 
fom ht you have read on the Infidel fide of the queſtion⸗ 
dead what our learned advocates for Chriſtianity have vtit- 
ten, of which there are plenty, and particularly Biſi 

Vaſss moſt excellent [polog y for the Bible, in anſwer to 


. f U 


